1. Zsa Zsa
I’m proud of a lot of things this year for myself and La Trobe you know we’re a team, a good team, may I say?

2. Brendon Munge
This year something that I’ve been really proud of has been the development of some teaching resources that have included some innovation in terms of online portfolios and some multimodal feedback and the thing that I’m really proud of is that it’s sort of received broad recognition within the university but it’s also got recognition globally or internationally so that’s been really, really exciting.

3. Professor Nick Hoogenraad 
The performance in the excellence in research in Australia process whereby chemistry was the only discipline in the whole of Australia with the maximum score of 5.

4. Lin Crase
I think a really important thing for this campus has it’s been the celebration of 20 years. La Trobe being in a community for 20 years, we’ve been able to reflect back on many of the achievements that have occurred over those past two decades.
5. Shannon Kerrigan
I suppose I’m proud of a whole lot of things but the work that we do with the Equality and Diversity Centre, I just think the team’s really amazing this year and I work very closely with the disability team and we work across all campuses and we’ve had some incredible challenges this year with changing staff and incredible number of students and rising complexity of work but we’ve all pulled together in a difficult situation and we’ve all helped each other out so that we could get the work done and keep on delivering a great service to the students so I’m really proud of the work that I’ve done in that and that all the other staff have done to work together as a great team.
6. Dr Ben Gawne
I’ve been involved in two projects for the Murray-Darling Basin Authority, the first was a review of the condition of the basin from an environmental perspective because they needed that information to help make the case for why the basin plan was required and so I pulled together a team of people to undertake that work and in a very short timeframe I think delivered a very good piece of work that summarised the condition of the basin so that was really something I think I should be proud of. And the other one was I’ve been involved in a review of the science behind the basin plan which was a very challenging thing to do because the basin plan is very controversial but we took a very constructive and you know very rigorous but constructive approach to that and I think once again that that’s been a very nice piece of work that’s going to have an influence over the final shape of the basin plan so those are two things that I’m very proud of.
7. Eunice Lee
This year La Trobe University cheerleading squad actually won twice in competition for the state championship in level 3 divisions so we’re going to represent La Trobe again in this November, we’re going to Gold Coast for national championship so hopefully we can actually win another national championship and I’ll more proud of myself.
8. Bethany Cooper
I think graduating with my PhD in April was definitely a highlight of my year. I was also invited to be the valedictory speaker at the graduation so that was a great opportunity and really rewarding.

9. Benita Aaltonen
I started at La Trobe University so I’ve only been here for three months. I’ve found it really fantastic workplace. I’ve come from a corporate background so I’m getting a real sense of community here, a lot of career development opportunities, work/life balance and it’s a really beautiful campus in Bundoora.

10. Professor Simon Crowe
It’s been a very good year. We ... one of the studies that we undertook looking at the hallucinogenic effects of caffeine was accepted for publication and above and beyond it appearing in the scientific literature it also went gangbusters in the media so that was great including carry in the German magazine, Zeit, over this year so the press has been very enthused by this thought.

11. Neil Fettling 
Mine is more of a collective pride in the sense that for the first time this campus, the Mildura campus, has reached the target of 500 enrolments for the year and that’s a significant achievement.

12. Andrew Stocker 
Over at the wildlife sanctuary we’re extremely proud of the fact that in 2011 we have recreated our ... or relaunched I guess our indigenous nursery so we took it from an old tin shed and turned it into ... well it’s another tin shed but it’s a nice, brand new tin shed, a proper retail sort of counter and also another sort of ... I guess we’ve gone from about two displays, two displays for plants and things like that to about ... I think there’s about nine or 10 displays so we’ve increased the range of plants that we can actually supply so that’s certainly one thing that we’re proud of.
13. Leo Whyte 
We were pleased this year that our ambassador program with the use of the jacket actually out the award for ... at the ambassador’s conference. We do now have the 2011 trophy that was bequeathed to the ... sorry, was awarded to the Albury-Wodonga ambassadors at a recent conference so that was an achievement for 2011. And the jacket formed part of their presentation at the Melbourne campus so that was fun.

14. Annette O’Brien
I’ve worked really hard to make e-books more accessible to all our patrons, staff and students. They can access e-books now from home and they can use their computer or ipads or their iphones and I’ve had a lot of fun teaching that and imparting that knowledge to people.
15. Stephen Scoglio 
Being my first year at La Trobe I think I’m most proud of you know sort of fitting in with the Faculty of Law and Management, getting to know everyone, finding my place, finding everyone else’s places, remembering people’s names, not eating at the donut van every week that it’s here.

16. Tess Flynn

This year one of the things I'm really proud of is the amount of publications that are now using photographs that have been taken by staff in this unit.
17. Darran Stonehouse 
I think being around and seeing some of the activities that went on for the 20 year celebrations here at Wodonga, it was quite good to see everything that’s happened and how the campus has grown and to get the community involved in La Trobe and make those links I think was really good and hopefully we’ll some sort of benefits from that in the coming years as well.
18. Michelle Hardy
I’ve been excited about ... just given the area that I’m, in Capital, I’ve been excited about the new projects that we’ve opened up including the student hub, the library in Shepparton, it’s great to see them happening. And also the new spaces that are getting refurbished in the campus because it’s uplifting as modernising us into today’s teaching and learning environments and making it a great place to work.

19. Margaret Beasley
I took up their invitation to bring my grandchildren to grandparents’ day and we had a great day.

20. Abhishek Awasthi
I’m proud of a lot of things but just to name a couple would be La Trobe University’s sustainability group and their initiative. I’m a bit of an environmental person, I just love their vision of responsible future - it’s fascinating, it’s fabulous. And we recently had a great month of August with fantastic open days.
21. Stephen Scoglio
I'm proud of the work the academics are doing and how we can sort of draw from that really good news stories which help sort of promote Law and Management, help promote the university and help promote the marketing team and make our job a whole lot easier.
22. Melissa McFarlane
I’m actually working in accommodation at the moment so setting up network, supporting networks outside in the community so external accommodation providers,  so with student houses, small and large houses, supporting students who come here for placements as well with accommodation so I’m proud of the networking, the community involvement with that and the support that we’ve been getting externally with that program.
23. Annette O’Brien
I’m proud of the library’s high rate of student satisfaction.

24. Zsa Zsa
Everything La Trobe does makes me proud. Have you seen the nursing staff ‘round here? Have you seen the quality of the students in the Rural Health School? Excellent quality first, second and third year students.

25. Dr Ben Gawne
One of the things that La Trobe’s very keen on is to see closer collaboration between the Department of Ecology and Environmental Management and MBFRC, they’ve both got expertise near freshwater ecology but there hasn’t been a lot of overlap in terms of the work that the two groups have been doing and so we’ve been trying to build collaborative links over a long period of time but we’ve really sort of not made a lot of progress and so the university decided that they would invest in trying to find activities that would help bring us closer together and so that investment and having a committee that decided where those monies should be spent has really made a big difference and we’ve had a number of joint projects now that have helped build closer links between the DEEM academics and MBFRC researchers and that’s been a really useful step forward.
26. Leo Whyte
Well this corporate ware was developed by my counterpart, Reinhardt, who just has departed La Trobe this year and he’s now bequeathed the full ensemble to Albury-Wodonga campus with the full matching La Trobe web tie so very on brand and it’s available for hire and formal functions.
27. Bhavya Chandrakant
The other thing that happened at La Trobe this time was that I participated in Lib Dub then I participated in one of the Bollywood dances in the Anthropology Department first lecture for the semester so those were really, really ... and after that you know just about four, five people also coming with me, oh yes, I saw you on the intranet or I saw you on the video makes you feel really proud that oh, it was something very simple and something very you know ... not really important that you thought at that time but then it did gain you quite popularity with it. So that was really, really good and I felt proud about it, that I participated in as many things as possible so that was good.
28. Angela Umback

The La Trobe Health School are actually doing some fantastic building around the campuses and the regional areas and especially for the clinical and the students that have to travel here from away and they’re building some really ... some good short-term cheap accommodation and I think that’s fantastic for all the students.

29. Benita Aaltonen
We’ve implemented an e-recruitment system, we did that last year actually but this year we’ve finetuned it and things are working really effectively now in the recruitment team.

30. Joanna Shaw
One of the first things to happen when I started was the family day in ... I think it was just before Easter or just after Easter. I’ve never worked anywhere where there’s been such a celebration of staff with families and the effort the university went to support us as parents was amazing and I just felt like I’d come into a really supportive environment and I was really, really happy to be part of that and my kids came and yeah, it was a really important moment I think for me.

31. Kim Simensma
Well I was working with the Future Students Centre and I work with La Trobe International and we were working together to improve our secondary school recruitment so we had a career practitioner day and it was really wonderful because I got to have a student panel and they spoke about their experiences as international students and maybe why a student would want to come to La Trobe.

32. Shannon Kerrigan
I’ve been involved in the ALLY program and that’s been just a fabulous program, it’s taken off like a rocket and it’s just incredibly exciting to work with people across the university that are so enthusiastic and motivated and we’ve now got 120 plus staff and students trained and people all over the place have made contributions to that, the work that they’re doing in the counselling services with the GLBTI counselling, the Queer Peers and the Queer Chat program, the students involved in that have just been inspirational.
33. Simon Crowe
I think the new caps off system is going to be a real test for La Trobe. I think the thing that La Trobe does well is cater to its student cohort which isn’t necessarily the cohort of the University of Melbourne or Monash University and I think we’re a very unique university, first in family, people who have less economic strength as well as people who return to study and I think the uniqueness of the La Trobe experience is something that many students benefit from and I think that with the new Vice-Chancellor coming on board it will be an opportunity for us to really realise the La Trobe mission.
34. Bethany Cooper
I would like to see La Trobe continue to be committed to offering high quality tertiary programs on the regional campuses and also continue to support research and have a focus on research particularly research that’s going to have a useful impact on policy.

35. Michelle Hardy
I’m also excited that a couple of big projects are going to come to fruition next year, we’ll see hopefully the Institute of Molecular Science be finished and also the Rural Health School and the doors will hopefully open on the Agricultural Sciences Centre, the joint venture with DPI which will be very exciting as well.

36. Margaret Beasley 
Well my hopes in 2012 for La Trobe is that of the new students, the new cohort we’re going to get into first year, people who’ve never come to university before, that they stay on and that they really enjoy their university experience.

37. Andrew Stocker 
In 2012 I think that I guess gradually I’m seeing that the wildlife sanctuary I guess is integrating itself into a lot of the core activities of the campus. So I guess one of my hopes or aspirations is that we see a lot more sort of student and academic use in the wildlife sanctuary.

38. Brendon Munge
In 2012 I’m really excited about some of the things that La Trobe are doing and some of those are the partnerships that have been created with particularly schools within our department and also the opportunities for our students to go broader in for trips and the opportunity for them to be innovative in their own learning.
39. Paula Bruce
Well we all go to Cambodia and do some study over there and if we can’t possibly do that we bring some Cambodian students over here. And failing all of that maybe we can just develop up some curriculum where we can do a little bit of work around what’s happening in developing countries and bring that into social work. But I really think the best thing we can do is that all my staff need to go over to Cambodia for at least three weeks to actually do some research on how we can develop up this curriculum.

40. Abhishek Awasthi
I hope La Trobe grows more than it has ever seen before in 2012 and get more revenues in the international market, I would love to see La Trobe grow more and more in the international market and improve its global ranking.
41. Lin Crase
I don’t know that I go to bed dreaming about my hopes for La Trobe more generally. I would hope that we’ve got the courage to see through the important things that need to be done and as I said some of those things relate to curriculum, some of those things relate to the way we undertake the business that we’re in.

42. Kim Simensma 
I’m hoping they finish the construction, I think that jackhammers are starting to drive me a bit nuts.

43. Joanna Shaw
Oh look I think it’s going to be a challenging year, I think the indications around the financial environment and the deregulation of the higher education sector, I think there’s a lot of challenges ahead but I’ve been really struck by how positive and strong the La Trobe community are and I think that we’ll find really creative ways to pull through.

44. Zsa Zsa
Very hard to be funny on command.

End of recording
PAGE  
7

